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Charles A. Mossey, et al., Army docket
no. 2001–005; (ii) ‘‘Liquid Eject
Propulsion Forcible Entry Device Firing
Circuit’’ by Charles A. Mossey, et al.,
Army docket no. 2001–026; (iii) ‘‘Liquid
Eject Propulsion Forcible Entry Device
And Burst Disc Mechanism Thereof’’ by
Charles A. Mossey, et al., Army docket
no. 2001–027; and (iv) ‘‘Recoilless
Impact Device’’ by Charles A. Mossey, et
al., U.S. patent application number 09/
710,073, filed on November 10, 2000
(Army docket no. 2001–028).
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Mr.
John Moran, Chief, Intellectual Property
Law Division, AMSTA–AR–GCL, U.S.
Army TACOM–ARDEC, Picatinny
Arsenal, NJ 07806–5000, e-mail:
jfmoran@pica.army.mil telephone (973)
724–6590.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Written
objections must be filed on or before
September 27, 2001.

Luz D. Ortiz,
Army Federal Register Liaison Officer.
[FR Doc. 01–22917 Filed 9–11–01; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3710–08–M

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

Department of the Army, Corps of
Engineers

Draft Programmatic Environmental
Impact Statement for the Nationwide
Permit Program

AGENCY: Army Corps of Engineers, DoD.
ACTION: Extension of comment period.

SUMMARY: In the July 31, 2001, issue of
the Federal Register (66 FR 39499) the
Corps of Engineers (Corps) announced
the availability of the draft
Programmatic Environmental Impact
Statement (PEIS) for the Nationwide
Permit (NWP) Program. The overall
purpose of the draft PEIS is to review
and evaluate the NWP program as a
whole to ensure that the NWP program
authorizes only activities with no more
than minimal individual and
cumulative adverse effects on the
aquatic environment. We have received
several requests to extend the comment
period, which ends September 14, 2001.
To ensure ample opportunity to review
the draft PEIS and to provide
meaningful comments, we are extending
the comment period 45 days to October
29, 2001. We have submitted a copy of
the draft PEIS to EPA’s Office of Federal
Activities which is also publishing a
Notice of Availability in September 14,
2001 Federal Register.
DATES: Comments on the draft PEIS
must be received by October 29, 2001.

ADDRESSES: Mail comments to the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers, Institute for
Water Resources, CEIWR–PD, 7701
Telegraph Road, Casey Building,
Alexandria, Virginia 22315–3868.
Submit electronic comments to
NWPPEIS@usace.army.mil. See
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION for file
formats and other information about
filing electronic comments.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Dr.
Robert Brumbaugh, CEIWR–PD, at 703–
428–6370 or to download a copy of the
draft PEIS access http://
www.iwr.usace.army.mil/iwr/
Regulatory/regulintro.htm or for
information on the Corps Regulatory
program access http://
www.usace.army.mil/inet/functions/cw/
cecwo/reg/
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The Corps
has decided to prepare a voluntary PEIS
on the Corps NWP Program, even
though the Corps has determined that it
is not legally required to do so. The
PEIS will evaluate the NWP process
(requirements and procedures) and
examine and compare programmatic
and procedural alternatives to the NWP
Program. To accomplish this, the PEIS
will look at the structure,
implementation, and performance (in
terms of achieving the stated goals) of
the NWP Program as a whole. It will
identify, evaluate, and compare
programmatic alternatives and
procedural changes to ensure that the
adverse environmental effects of
activities authorized by NWPs will be
no more than minimal, individually and
cumulatively. The PEIS will also
examine how the procedures have been
implemented in the Corps field offices
to ensure that the adverse
environmental effects of activities
authorized by NWPs will be no more
than minimal, individually and
cumulatively. The PEIS will address the
NWP Program and will not address the
impacts of any specific NWP(s) (neither
the existing NWPs nor the Corps current
proposed reissuance of NWPs). The
Corps of Engineers prepared an
Environmental Assessment on the NWP
Program that resulted in the issuance of
a FONSI on June 23, 1998. There is no
change in the proposal or the
environmental aspect of the proposal
examined in the EA; therefore, the
Corps has determined that it is not
required to prepare an EIS or a PEIS in
order to comply with the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). The
FONSI is available for review on the
Corps Regulatory Program webpage
http://www.usace.army.mil/inet/
functions/cw/cecwo/reg/. The NWP
Program is designed and implemented

to ensure that the NWPs do not reach
the threshold of environmental impacts
that would require that an EIS be
prepared. The Corps prepares an
Environmental Assessment (EA) on each
specific NWP when the Corps issues or
reissues that NWP. These EAs are
prepared at the Office of the Chief of
Engineers, and are supplemented by the
Division Engineers with regional
information on potential environmental
impacts, including adding regional
conditions where necessary to ensure
that the impacts of each NWP are
minimal both individually and
cumulatively.

As indicated above, the Corps has
determined that the PEIS is not a legally
required Environmental Impact
Statement. The Corps is preparing the
voluntary PEIS in accordance with
Corps regulations at 33 CFR part 325,
appendix B, and with CEQ regulations
at 40 CFR parts 1500–1508. The Corps
had hoped to complete the PEIS prior to
the reissuance of the NWPs that were
proposed on August 9, 2001, in the
Federal Register at 66 FR 42070, even
though the Corps has determined that
completing the voluntary PEIS prior to
reissuance is not legally required.
However, with the extension of the
comment period the Corps will not be
able to complete the PEIS before the
NWPs will need to be issued in order to
ensure that the existing NWPs do not
expire without new NWPs to take their
place. The CEQ regulations at 40 CFR
1506.1(c) do not prohibit the Corps from
issuing the NWPs prior to completing
the voluntary PEIS, because the Corps
has determined that the PEIS is not a
required PEIS. We will thus be in full
compliance with NEPA for the
reissuance of the NWPs through
preparation of an EA on each NWP prior
to issuance. Moreover, the issuance of
the NWPs by the end of this year will
not preclude or limit the ability of the
Corps to make modifications to the
NWP Program or to make changes to the
NWPs in accordance with any need for
changes identified in the PEIS. The
Corps can, and has in the past, issued
revisions to existing NWPs and new
NWPs prior to the expiration of NWPs
five years from the date of issuance. The
Corps has submitted this voluntary draft
PEIS to EPA’s Office of Federal Affairs
(OFA) for review. In accordance with
procedures specified in NEPA
regulations, OFA is publishing in
September 14, 2001, Federal Register a
Notice of Availability of the draft PEIS
for public review through October 29,
2001. In The draft PEIS can be
downloaded from the Institute for Water
Resources homepage at http://
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www.iwr.usace.army.mil/iwr/
Regulatory/regulintro.htm For those
interested parties who cannot download
documents from the Internet, a limited
number of copies of the draft PEIS can
be obtained by contacting the Institute
for Water Resources at the address or
telephone number above. You may
submit comments by sending electronic
mail (e-mail) to:
NWPPEIS@usace.army.mil Submit
electronic comments as a text file and
avoid the use of any special characters;
do not use any form of encryption.
Comments sent as attachments to
electronic mail messages must be in text
format to ensure that those attachments
can be read by IWR. Comments sent
electronically as attachments in word
processing program formats will not be
accepted.

Charles M. Hess,
Chief, Operations Division, Directorate of
Civil Works.
[FR Doc. 01–22919 Filed 9–11–01; 8:45 am]

BILLING CODE 3710–92–P

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

Department of the Army, Corps of
Engineers

Intent To Prepare a Joint
Environmental Impact Statement and
Environmental Impact Report for the
Sutter County Feasibility Study, Sutter
County, CA

AGENCY: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers,
DoD.

ACTION: Notice of intent.

SUMMARY: The action being taken is a
feasibility investigation to (1) address
improvements for the existing flood
management systems, (2) investigate
additional areas of flood protection for
Sutter County, and (3) integrate
ecosystem restoration. The study area is
located within the boundaries of the
Sacramento River Flood Control Project
in Sutter County and includes the
Sacramento, Feather, and Bear Rivers;
Natomas Cross Canal; Sutter and Tisdale
Bypasses; Wadsworth Canal; Yuba City
and communities of Live Oak, Meridian,
Robbins, Pleasant Grove, and Nicolaus.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Questions about the proposed action
and EIS/EIR should be addressed to Liz
Holland at (916) 557–6763 or by mail to
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, ATTN
CESPK–PD–R, 1325 J Street,
Sacramento, California 95814–2922.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

1. Proposed Action

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers,
The Reclamation Board of the State of
California, and the County of Sutter are
conducting a feasibility investigation.
The study focuses on reducing flood
damages within the county of Sutter,
California. The study area includes the
Sacramento, Feather, and Bear Rivers;
Sutter and Tisdale Bypasses; Natomas
Cross Canal; and Wadsworth Canal.
County population centers include Yuba
City and the communities of Live Oak,
Meridian, Robbins, Pleasant Grove, and
Nicolaus.

2. Alternatives

The feasibility report will address an
array of alternatives. Alternatives
analyzed during the feasibility
investigation will be a combination of
one or more flood reduction measures
identified during the reconnaissance
phase; additional measures may be
considered. These alternative measures
include enlarge existing levees, levee
realignment, ring levees, interceptor-
levee/channel, reservoir reoperation,
floodway protection program, dredging,
vegetation management, and bypass
reoperation/modification. Although an
ecosystem restoration alternative has
not been defined at this time, the
alternatives currently identified would
likely include ecosystem restoration
components.

a. No Action. There will be no flood
control projects implemented for Sutter
County.

b. Enlarge existing levees along the
Feather and Sacramento Rivers, and the
Natomas Cross Canal.

c. Realign levees along the Feather,
Bear, and Sacramento Rivers.

d. Construct a ring levee to the east of
Yuba City.

e. Construct a channel or levee
intercepting flows above Yuba City.

f. Reoperate Feather and Yuba River
upstream reservoirs.

g. Adopt local flood plain
management plan.

h. Remove sediment from the Sutter
Bypass, Feather and Sacramento River,
and canal systems.

i. Reoperate State pumps and drain
lines.

j. Improve levees along the Sutter
Bypass.

k. Modify Tisdale Bypass to convey
higher flows earlier.

3. Scoping Process

a. The project study plan provides for
a public scoping meeting and comment.
The Corps has initiated a process of
involving concerned individuals, and
local, State, and Federal agencies.

b. Significant issues to be analyzed in
depth in the EIS/EIR include
appropriate levels of flood damage
reduction, adverse effects on vegetation
and wildlife resources, special-status
species, esthetics, cultural resources,
recreation, land use, fisheries, water
quality, air quality, transportation,
socioeconomic, and cumulative effects
of related projects in the study area.

c. The Corps will consult with the
State Historic preservation Officer, and
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to
provide a Fish and Wildlife
Coordination Act Report as an appendix
to the EIS/EIR.

d. A 45-day public review period will
be provided for individuals and
agencies to review and comment on the
draft EIS/EIR. All interested parties are
encouraged to respond to this notice
and provide a current address if they
wish to be notified of the EIS/EIR
circulation.

4. Availability

The draft EIS/EIR is scheduled to be
available for public review and
comment late in calendar year 2002.

Dated: August 23, 2001.
Colonel Michael J. Conrad, Jr.,
Commanding.
[FR Doc. 01–22916 Filed 9–11–01; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3710–EZ–M

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

(Docket No. EA–234)

Application To Export Electric Energy;
Energia de Baja California

AGENCY: Office of Fossil Energy, DOE.
ACTION: Notice of Application.

SUMMARY: Energia de Baja California
(EBC) has applied for authority to
transmit electric energy from the United
States to Mexico pursuant to section
202(e) of the Federal Power Act.
DATES: Comments, protests or requests
to intervene must be submitted on or
before October 13, 2001.
ADDRESSES: Comments, protests or
requests to intervene should be
addressed as follows: Office of Coal &
Power Import/Export (FE–27), Office of
Fossil Energy, U.S. Department of
Energy, 1000 Independence Avenue,
SW., Washington, DC 20585–0350 (FAX
202–287–5736).
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Ellen Russell (Program Office) 202–586–
9624 or Michael Skinker (Program
Attorney) 202–586–6667.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Exports of
electricity from the United States to a
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